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Here is selected testimony 
by government informer 
Pershing 0, Gervais in yes- 
terday’s session of the public 
bribery trial of Dist. Atty. 
Jim Garrison and two pinball 
figures. 

Gervais is questioned by 
prosecutors Michael Ellis and 
K. Eric Gisleson, Defense at- 
torneys are Garrison, Louis 
Lacour and Virgil M. Wheel- 
er Jr, 

Gcrvais* testimony opened 
with an answer to a question 
by Ellis that he bad met Bar-' 
by Marks, a defendant who 
has been given a separate 
trial, in 1971, 

Marks was identified by 
Gervais as an employe of 
Louis Boasberg, who has 
pleaded guilty. He said Boas- 
berg sent Marks to him, 

Q, Y/hat was he sending 
him up to do? 

A. To deliver money, 

. ■ Q. For whom? 

A, To— for me to divide be- 
tween Mr. Garrison and Capt. 
Soule, 

Q, Did' Mr. Marks bring ' 
this money to you at the Fon* 
tainebleau? 

A, He did. 

Q. How much money did 
be bring to you? 

A. Two thousand dollars. 

Q. Why two thousand dol- 
lars? 

A. One thousand for Capt. 
Sould and Lt. Frey, one thou- 
sand dollars for Mr, Garrison. 

Gervais Identified the enve- 
lope and said he counted the 
money audibly so that it could 
be picked up by transmit- 
ters and taped by govern- 
ment agents. 

He then testified Soule came 
to bis hotel room, 

Q. Did you give any money 
to Mr, Soule? 

A. I did, one thousand dol- 
lars. 


; 


i 

j 


Q. Where did the thousand 
dollars that you gave to Mr, 
Soule come from? 

A. That was marked mon- 
ey, furnished to me by mem- 
bers of Internal Revenue. 

Q. That same day they fur- 
nished you this money? 

A, Yes, sir, 

Q. Was the delivery of the 
money to Mr, Soule aiso moni- 
tored and recorded by mem- 



bers of the Internal K evert ue 
Service? 

A. It was. 

THE COURT:.' 




Was that money that was . 
substituted for the money that 
Mr. Marks brought up? 

A. It was, yes, sir. 

Q. Did you have occasion to 
go to Mr. Garrison’s residence 
the next day? 

A, I did, 

Q. Prior to going to his resi- 
dence, were you again at the 
Fontainebleau? 

A. Yes, I was, 

Q, Did you again put the 
body transmitter on? 

A, 1 did. 

Gervais explained the trans- 
mitter was different from, the 
one used when he first taped 
a conversation at Garrison’s 
home. The reason for the 
change was because there was 
interference in the first tap- 
ing, he said, 

Q. Was anything given to 
you? 

A. The money to deliver to 
Mr. Garrison, 

Q, Where did that money 
come from. 

A. From Internal Revenue 
Agents, 

Q. Was this the substituted 
money that Mr. Marks had 
given to you? 

j\, .It was, 

Q, How much money was 
given to you for delivery to 
Mr, Garrison? 

A, One thousand dollars, 

Gervais said he drove to 
Garrison’s home and an agent 
was in the trunk of a car with 
a receiving unit. 

Q, Upon entering the resi- 
dence, did you have a discus- 
sion with Mr. Garrison? 

A, Yes, 

Q. Did you give him any- 
thing? 

A, I gave him the money, ' 

Q. AH one thousand dollars? 

A. Yes, sir, 

Gervais then said he drove 
back to the hotel where he 
heard a replay of the tape and 
it reflected the conversation he 
had with Garrison, 

Q. Approximately two months 
after the second payment to 
Mr, Garrison, did you again 


receive money from Mr. 
Marks? ■ 

A. 1 did. 

Q, Arid where did you re- 
ceive the money? 

A. Same place, Fontaine- 
bleau Motel, a room in the 
Fontainebleau, 

Q. How much did you re-’ 
ceive on that occasion? 

A, Two thousand dollars. I 
went through the same proce- 
dure, X counted it out audibly 
for the purposes of transmis- 
sion in Mr. Marks’ presence, 

Q, I show you Government 
Exhibit 59. Is this similar to 
the type of package that 
Marks delivered to you? 

A, Yes, it is. 

' Q. After Mr, Marks left your 
room* what if anything, did 
you do with the money in 

the envelope? 

A. I left it lying, as 1 did 
the first time, on a tabic. The 
-agents were in the adjoining 
room. They came in and £ 
turned the money over to 
them, 

Q. Did they substitute oth- 
er money for the money you 
received from Marks? 

& They always did, yes, sir, 

Q, What did you do with the 
money they substituted? Did 
you give any money to Mr, 
Soule? 

A, To Mr. Soule; yes, sir, 

Q, How much did you give 
to him? 

A, One thousand dollars. 

Q. Where was this? 

A, In the Fontainebleau. 

Q, Did there conic a time 
when you met with Mr, Garri- 
son at the Fontainebleau? 

A. That particular delivery.' 

Q, Where did that delivery 
take place, the delivery to 
Mr. Garrison? 

A. At a room in the Fon- 
tainebleau, It was Mr, Garri- 
son's room, 

Gervais again said marked 
money was substituted, 

Q. Was Mr. Garrison in the 
hotel room when you arrived? 


THE ■ 



A, He was, 

Q. Did you hand the bribery 
money to him at that time? 

A, I did. 

He testified be returned to 
his room and listened to tapes 
again, as before. 

Q. Mr, Gervais, did you 
have occasion to recover any 
of the money that you had 
delivered to Mr. Garrison at 
the Fontainebleau Motel? 

A. On that particular deliv- 
ery, yes, sir, I did. 

Q, Please explain to the la- 
dies and gentlemen of the 
jury what happened. How did 
you come to recover any of 
this money? 

A. I learned from the cash- 
ier, Miss Audrey— I think Ca- 
falanoito, or something of that 
—phonetically, it sounds like 
Catalanotto, 

Mr. Garrison's investigator, 
Mr, Bordelon, had just paid 
his bsl! with a lot of big bills. 
It occurred to me, since it 
was immediately after the de- 
livery of these bills, that it 
was a good probability that 
the marked money was among 
those bills. 

I got ahold of Mr, Herman, 
who was the manager there, 
and I related the story to him 
as lold to me by the cashier, 
and told him that it was nec- 
,essary for me to get those 
exact bills to determine wheth- 
er or no they were still in the 
till, so to speak, or they hadn’t 
been mixed with other money. 

So Mr. Herman got Miss Au- 
drey and she immediately 
identified those bills because 
she had received no oth^r Hig 
bills previously or since, 

I had a big check to cash. I 
cashed it, and in the process 
of cashing that check, I re- 
covered the bills. 

Gervais then identified the 
check he had cashed at the 
hotel. He said he gave the 
marked money to an agent. 

Q. How, after this date, 
June 13 th, 1971, did you again 





receive pinball bribery money 
for delivery to Mr, Garrison? 
A: I did. 

Q. From whom? 

A. From Mr. Marks, 

Q- How much did he bring 
to you on that occasion? 

A. Two thousand dollars, 
Gervais said Garrison called 
him to say he wanted to meet 
with him that night. He said 
the money was marked with 
a fluorescent powder, 

Q, Did you give him the 
thousand dollars? 

A. In his study, yes, sir, as 
opposed to — previously had 
always been a bedroom, I be- 
lieve, in every instance. But 
this instance, it was in the 
downstairs study. 

Q- w hat, if anything, did 
you do with the money when 
you gave it to him? 

A, He didn’t—I gave it to 
him in an envelope. He did 
not remove it from the enve- 
lope. 

He put it in his desk top 
middle— ;top middle desk draw- 
er and locked it. 

■ the cgurt- 
Did he lock it with jel key* 
Was it the kind of lock that 
you need a key to lock? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you see Mr. Soule 
the following day* 

A. I did. 

Q. Where was this? 

A. At the Fontainebleau, 
early in the morning. 

Q. Did you give him any- 
thing? 

„ A, A thousand dollars. 

Q. Did ynu have any con- 
versations with Mr. Soule 
when you gave him that mon- 
ey? 

A. Yes, I did. 

Q- What, if anything, did 
you’ tell him? 

A. It was a preconceived 
story, the purpose being to 
be sure that Mr. Soule would 
locate Lt. Frey, Capt. Soule 
woud locate Lt. Frey imme- 
diately that morning. 

- Q- Why was it necessary for 
him io meet with Sgt. Frey 
that day? 

A. Well, it was a safe Bet 
that if he met him, if I gave 
him an occasion to meet him 
or reason to meet him, at that 
meeting he would also give 
Lt. Frey his share of the mon- 
ey* thereby assuring they 
would hotly be in possession 
of this bribery money. 

The plan worked, as I un- 
derstand it. 

Q. In other words* for them 
to be arrested with the money 
on them? 
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A. Yes* sir. 

Q. What did yon do after 
. Soule left the Fontainebleau* 

A. I immediately, with 
Agents, left the Fontaine- 
bleau, went out to the airport 
; and took a plane and left the 
state. 

Q. Mr. Gervais, the four 
thousand dollars that you de- 
livered to Mr. Garrison be- 
tween the time of the Federal 
raids in November until you 
left tovvn in June of 1971 — was 
this money for the same pur- 
poses as other money that 
you had delivered to Mr. 
Garrison from 1962 up until 
the time of the Federal raids? 

A, It was. 

Q. Was that purpose for pro- 
tection of the pinball bribery 
—or pinball industry? 

A. Industry* yes, sir. 

Q. Prior to leaving New Or- 
leans, did you give the mem- 
bers of the Internal Revenue 
Service permission to use 
your name in connection with 
the arrests and other actions 
after that? 

A. I did, . 

Q. Did you also give them 
permission to use the tape 
recordings of the conversa- 
tions that you had had with 
the various defendants? 

A. I did. 

Q. At the time you left New 
Orleans, were you ;o be a 
government witness? 

A. A testifying witness? 

Q. Correct, 

A. I was not. 

Q. Why did you leave New 
Orleans? 

A. It was : my Idea, 


Q> Please explain. Can you 
elaborate on that? 

A. Yes. Since J was gomg 
to permit the G overmen t to 
surface my identity, my role 
in this whole thing, I just 
felt it prudent. It was a good 
idea that X would just be out 
of the country, because I 
wanted to be out and because 
I joust did not want my fami- 
ly lo be exposed to all of the 
things that accompany this 
kind of situation. 

Gervais testified he did. rot 
receive any money from the 
government before leaving for 
Canada and was not being 
paid for his cooperation. 

The witness then described 
his stay in Canada. 

Q. While in Canada did you 
make certain statements to 
any of the news media? 

A. I did. 

Q, During the course of 
these statements did you al- 
lege, among other things, that 
the case was a fraud, that 
you were seduced, it was a 
frame and that you were 
threatened — statements to. 
that effect? 

A. Yes, in that general 
tenor. 

Q, What caused you to make 
these statements, Mr. Ger- 
vais? 

A. Well, it was the prudent 
thing to say if I was coming 
back to New Orleans. 

Q. Were these statements* 
In relation to the facts and 
circumstances of this case, 
true or false? 

A. To this case? 


Q T As it pertains to the facts 
in this case? 

A. Absolutely false in every 
respect. 

THE COURT: 

Q. -What was false? Let me 
get that clear — the state- 
ments that you made' up 
there? ; 

A. Yes, sir, 

Q. Did you have any meet- 
ings with anyone when you 
returned? 

A. I met — I had a meeting 
with — I came down. As a re- 
i suit of th&sc phone calls* I 
came to New Orleans alone* 
leaving my family in Canada; 
and I met with Mr. Garrison 
to be sure that there would 
there be no problems, but I 
turned. - 

And quite the contrary, I 
was assured not only would 
would have some real friends. 

So under these guidelines, I 
returned to Canada and made 
a r range m en U to m ove m y 
family back to this area, 
which I subsequently did. 
Gervais said he lived for a 
time In Pass Christian, then 
moved to Brookhaven. 

Gervais said he changed his 
mind’ and agreed to testify 
after two witnesses alleged 
that he tried to shake down a 
lawyer while employed wdth 
the DA*s office. 

The government tendered 
the witness and 'Wheeler cross- 
examined Gervais about his 
reasons for leaving the po- 
lice department and going to 
work with the Metropolitan 
Crime Commission. 

Gervais then was asked 
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about his meeting with Anins ' 
Gallery, a defendant in the 
case identified by Gervais a? 
the pinball figure who gave 
him money for Garrison. 

Q. Now, prior to Mr. Gal- 
lery’s advent or coming into 
this agreement with you, had 
you ever received any pay- 
ments or bribe monies for- 
est ensibly for police protection 
in connection with the pin- 
balls from anyone other than 
Mr. Gallery prior to that 
time? 

A. Never. 

’ Q. You never received mon- 
ey personal! y L from anyone 
prior to Mr, Gallery? 

A. Not one cent. 

Gervais testified he had 
talked with Soule about the 
pinball business and pay- 
ments. 1 

He said Boasberg came to 
see him; “he wanted to main- 
tain the bribery and keep the 
doors open. 1 * 

Gervais then related how he 
got into the federal investiga- 
tion and the arrangements 
for going to Canada. 

Garrison then look over 
cross-examination and went 
into how the two (Garrison 
and Gervais) had met and 
served together id the serv- 
ice. 

He also asked about their 
earlier days in the DA’s of- 
fice. 

1 Gervais then explained 
about Immunity granted him 
by the government and said 
the only two exceptions were 
perjury and contempt. 

Garrison then went into the 
money Gervais owes the fed- 
eral government for taxes. 

Gervais was asked at length 
about the IRS investigations 
of Gervais and Garrison. 

Q. Can you recall telling 
them (the agents) that you 
felt that this investigation was 
caused by the U.S. Attorney 
General's Office in their at- 
tempts to get Garrison? 

A. I think I made such a 
statement. 

Q. Can you recall saying 
that ordinarily you would be 
wiling to cooperate and an- 
swer the questions, cut that 
- you believed the whole ihmg 
was politically motivated and 
that the government was try- 
ing to use you to get to Gar- 
rison? 

A, Generally that might be 
pretty accurate, except I don’t 
recall that ordinarily I 
would be willing to cooperate. 
Matter of fact, I believe f 


made some pretty strong re- 
marks about my unwilling- 
ness. As a matter of fact, I 
recall that I volunteered. I 
pointedly asked them there if 
they were to help me. 

Q. Can you recall stating to 
these two IRS agents that you 
had had no particular con- 
nection with Garrison since 
you left his employ; that you 
never associated with Garri- 
son socially and Garrison has 
never been at your house? 

A, I don't recall it. But, ' 
that's a pretty accurate state- 
ment. 

Q. In other words, you don’t 
recall the words, but that’s 
the substance that you recall, 
generally, 

A. I don’t recall saying that 
specifically; however, that 
would have been my senti- 
ment if that question had 
been asked. 

Gervais conceded his coop- 
eration with the government 
increased after he had obtain- 
ed a $22,0Q0-a-year job in Can- 
ada. 

He said that while he had 
cooperated with the govern- 
ment, he did not permit 
agents to go into' his safety 
deposit box. 

Garrison then asked about 
Gervais 1 position with regard 
to the DA’s office. 

Q. Did you ever have occa- 
sion to encourage people to 
believe that you were repre- 
senting me with regard to any 
of your business at the Fon- 
tainebleau? 

A. Never. 

Q. Did you ever collect — 
have occasion to collect mon- 
ey from anybody engaged in 
illegal activity! either in the 
name o! the District Attor- 
ney's Office or the vice squad? 
A. The vice squad. 

Q. Have you ever had a 
man by the name of Joe 
Bailes pay you $lOfl a week 
for protection? 

A. I never heard the name 
Joe Bailes. 

Q. Have you ever heard of 
the Manhattan Tavern at 4700 
Carrollton Avenue? 

A. That has no doesn’t 
ring any bells with me. 

Q, Have you ever heard of 
a bookmaker named Leo Ol- 
sen who had operations on 
Manchester Avenue and An- 
nette Street? 

A. Yes. I did, 

Q. Did he ever pay you 
protection money, end quote? 

A. Did he ever personally 
pav rue protection money? 


* Q. Yes. 

A. Yes, he did. 

Q. How much did he pay 
you? 

A. T don’t have any idea. 

Q. Why did he pay you, 
from your own conclusion? 

A. Why did he pay me? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Because he thought he 
was getting protection. 

Q_ Was he really getting pro- 
tection? 

A. I doubt it. 

THE COURT: 

Protection from whom? 

A. From the vice squad. 
Questioned further about 
protection money, Gervais ex- 
plained that some people in- 
sisted on paying him even 
though he claimed he could 
not help them. 

Q. But previous to that sit- 
uation where you thought they 
might be working for the gov- 
ernment, where people insist- 
ed on paying you money, did 
you permit them to do so? 

A, Well, of course, I can 
tell you. If you’d like, I can 
volunteer a little story about 
some gypsies that — if you 
would like to hear it. 

Gervais testified at length 
about a television interview in 
which he claimed he was 
coerced by the government 
into helping with the investi- 
gation. 

THE COURT: 

Q, You said you said a lot 
of things; why did you say 
those? 

A. Because I was furious 
at the Justice Department. I 
was outraged and I was 
striking back, so to speak. I 
was motivated by that. 

Q. You thought you had 
been done an injustice, is that 
correct? 

A. Yes, sir, correct. 

Q. Did the interviewer in 
any way suggest the sort of 
interview she wanted? 

A. Oh, of course, no, sure, 
not that. 

Gervais claimed that some 
of the statements he made in 
the interview were irrespon- 
sible, but some may have been 
responsible, such as one he 
made in which he said the 
government was out to get 
Garrison. 

He also said In that inter- 
view that he thought the case 
against Garrison was a fraud. 

Gervais was questioned at 
length about perjury. 

Q. Well, let me phrase the 
question this way: If you knew 
you would . not go to jail, 


would’ you fail to tell the truth 
under oath whenever it was 
convenient for you? 

A. That’s too general a ques- 
tion to ask, you know? 

Q. Well, then, let me 
change the word whenever, 
which may he too broad. If 
an occasion developed when 
it was particularly convenient 
for you and you knew that 
you would not go to jail 
would you possibly fail to tell 
the truth under oath? 

A. Then I would have to 
weigh what you mean by par- 
lie ul a rly convenient as op- 
posed to whatever the prob- 
lem is. You see, it’s still gen- 
eral; you’ve got to be real 
specific for me to give you an 
answer. 

BY THE COURT: 

Q. Lot me ask you a ques- 
tion: Do you know any reason 
why at this time you should 
feel that if you do commit 
perjury you will not be prose- 
cuted? 

A. Quite to the contrary, 
sir. 

Q. Now, with reference to 
this present case, is it not a 
fact that since the undkt merit 
in this paricular case was re- 
turned, the indictment which 
includes me and these two oth- 
er gentlemen, defendants in 
this particular case; is It not 
a fact that you made an offer 
to a lawyer to clear Louis 
Boasberg, John Elms and my- 
self of all the charges in ex- 
change for $100,000.00? 

A. mo MM; who did I 
make this offer to? 

Q. If it will help refresh 
ypur memory, Attorney Guy 
Johnson? 

A. That is the absurdity or 
absurdities. 

Q. Well, I appreciate your 
answer. But, in fairness to 
you, I must put you on notice 
that I must ask you to recon- 
sider your answer briefly. 

A. I will reconsider my an- 
swer the truth of the matter. 

THE COURT: Where and 
when was this supposed to 
have happened? 

GARRISON: In Mr, John- 
son's office, sir. 

THE COURT: When? 
GARRISON; I don’t have a 
date. 

WITNESS: Things happened 
in Mr. Johnson’s office, I will 
be glad to go into. But, it’s 
not what Mr. Garrison was 
saying— 

ELUS: Your Honor, I think 
the witness ought to be allowed 
to explain any transaction .Mr, 
Garrison is referring to in this 


| matter, , ' - 1 

1 " THE COURT: Co all ead ? ex- 
plain. 

GARRISON: I have no oi> 
' jcc'ion at nli. 

WITNESS, Okay, The attor- 
ney fur jibbed mo by Mr. Gar- 
rison, by name, Russcli Schott- 
ekax made an overture 10 
some of t he defense for a— 
I don’t remember the number, 
but I get the number 550,003- 
CO; that they could write the 
script. The second phase that 
Mr; ScUonaka-; brought to me 
was that he had a proposition 
—he called that I had to meet 
him out and 1 met him at 
night in front of Lenfant’s on 
Canal Bhd., and Mr, Sehone- 
kas told me that the defense; 
he 'didn't name them, wished 
me to sm the federal govern- 
ment; that they would under- 
write all expenses, all of my 
expenses, and pay him a legal 
fee. 

Mr, Schonekas prevailed 
upon me to go along with it. 
1 refused. 

Additionally, in Mr. John- 
son’s office, he walked in to 
me and offered me $10,000.00 
for the tapes that I had made 
of the Justice Department in 
tiie name of Mr, Wheeler, in 
his office; yes, sir. 

Not in your presence, but in 
your name. 

WHEELER: Repeat that lat- 
ter part of the statement, 
please? 

WITNESS: Mr, Johnson 
walked into his office, offered 
me $10,000.00 for tapes I had 
made of the Justice Depart- 
ment in the name of Virgil 
Wheeler. You were sitting in 
on outer office when made 
this offer, 

THE COURT; Q, Who made 
the offer? 

A, Mr. Johnson, Guy John- 
son. He also went into some 
detail about going around and 
picking up, collecting well in 
excess of a hundred thousand 
j dollars for a convicted gamb- 
| ling figure; what in the world 
I that boy’s name is out of Ba- 
! ton Rouge, Nelson, Nelson 
something. 

Matter of fact, closer to two 
hundred thousand dollars, and 
turn it over to some doctor in 
Jefferson Parish. The doctor 
ultimately claimed that he 
was robbed and reported a 
whole lot lesser amount, some 
j fifteen or twenty dollars. 

Mr. Johnson asked if I 
| knew anybody would collect 
this money, jovially, of course, 
he was laughing. 

Subsequently to that, Mr. 
Schonekas reported this to Mr. 


Gallinghouse in my presence, 
started it and made me finish 
it up in his office. 

This is Mr, Johnson. 
Gervais then testified that 
Garrison paid to have his 
(Gervais’} furniture shipped 
back to New Orleans from 
Canada. Garrison denied it, 
BY MR, ELLIS: 

Q, Please continue. 

A. He paid — I had no 
money to move here, to move 
my furniture back. He paid 
for this with cash money. 
Time was the expedient be- 
cause he wanted to run for 
the Supreme Court, I was 
trying to kind of delay, but 
time was expedient and he got 
be back here. 

From time to time, there 
was some coaching, that’s ir- 
relevant— not irrelevant, but 
not nearly so important as 
what I have just narrated. 

Q. When you met with Mr, 
Garrison, was this after you 
left General Motors in Can- 
ada; had you quit your job? 

A. I can’t specifically say 
that it was after T quit or just 
prior. But, I was already 
committed that I was going to 
come back. 

BY THE COURT: 

Q, You mean you had al- 
ready made up your mind you 
were going to come back? 

A. Yes, sir, I had made 
that commitment to myself* 
BY MR. ELLIS: 

Q. How Is it Mr. Russell 
Schonekas came to be your 
attorney? 

A, Mr, Garrison offered ; 
first he offered me F. Lee 
Bailey as his — to use his 
words: My quarterback, 

Q. For what purpose? 

A. To represent me, I had 
one interest in the beginning 
and I thought was the only 
legitimate complaint, the only 
legitimate cause of action I 
bad and that’s incidentally 
what I discussed on the phone, 
in that phone booth in Delta, 
British Columbia. I told him 
my wishes were to sue the 
Justice Department for dam- 
ages, for the return of my 
tapes, that I felt that since 
they had defaulted in their 
obligation to me that they 
were obliged to return me 
whole, in, my original posi- 
tion, and that would not be 
possible unless I had my 
tapes returned to me. 

He arranged to send Mr. 
Kadish up to see me* Mr, 


KadisK interviewed me* I 
went into depth. That, at 
that time, was my only posi- 
tion, no other position. Dur- 
ing the interview, Mr. Kadish 
says, what about Mr. Garri- 
son; is he innocent: I said 
he absolutely isn’t* If he told 
you that, he made a big error. 
Mr. Kadish, subsequently by 
telephone, informed me that 
he thought I had a cause of 
action, but they just could not 
represent me. He then of- 
fered to make recommenda- 
tions and I said no, thank 
you. 

Your Honor, just for pur- 
poses of the record, 1 think 
he is cm a hearsay basis as 
to what somebody else said, 
Mr. Kadish, to this witness, I 
would like you to instruct him 
to only testify as to matters 
within his own personal knowl- 
edge. 

THE COURT: 

Well, this is talking to a 
defendant. 

I already instructed the 
jury as to the effect to the 
other two defendants. 

WHEELER: 

I understand, yes, but I be- 
lieve he is saying Mr, Kad- 
ish* 

THE COURT: 

Yes, that’s right. 

Go ahead, that’s correct* 

EXAMINATION BY ELLIS: 

Q. You also mentioned the 
fact that there came a time 
when Mr, Russell Schonekas 
offered somewhere in the 
neighborhood of $50,000-00 so 
that they could write— 

A. He didn’t offer that, he 
made this overture to me of 
defense counsel* 

Q, On your behalf? 

A. In my presence, he 
said: You can write the 

script. That was the lan- 
guage. 

Q, Did you tell him to 
make those overtures? 

A. To bolster this, If Mr. 
Gisleson, Mr, Gallinghouse, 
will recall, that at that time 
they refused to speak to me 
except through Mr. Schonekas* 

I then enlisted the aid of an- 
other person to tell them that 
I was afraid to talk to Mr. 
Schonekas; I did not trust 
him* 

Q, This is the same Mr. - 
Schonekas who Mr. Garrison 
got to represent you? 


A. Yes, sir, he sent him 
to me. Ho offered me the 
firm of Dents eh, Kerrigan & 
Stiles or Schonekas; and as 
I pointed out, I could talk to 
Schonekas in a manner that 
I did not believe I could talk 
to Deulsch, Kerrigan & Stiles, 
since I was not familiar with 
them, * r 

And Mr* Schonekas showed 
up in a room at that motel, 
whichever it was, at Canal 
and Claiborne, and at that 
time we agreed that he would 
represent me. 

Q, At the time that Mr. 
Schonekas came to see Mr* 
Gallinghouse, do you know 
whether or not Mr. Schonekas 
had told Mr. Gallinghouse ttiat 
he was representing you, but 
he had been sent to you by 
Mr* Garrison? 

A. I don’t think he said 
that. I have no recollection 
of him saying that, no, 

Q. You mentioned another 
instance where Mr. Johnson, 
Mr. Guy Johnson made an 
offer of $10,000.00 for the tapes 
that you had made? 

A. Yes, sir. , 

Q. And this took place 
where? 

A. In Mr, Johnson’s office* 
Mr. Wheeler was not present; 
he was in another outer office* 

Q. What was your response 
to that offer? 

A. I said without — I just 
was not interested. 

ELLIS: 

Q. Mr. Gervais, when Mr. 
Schonekas made a statement 
in your presence to the effect 
that for $50,000 certain individ- 
uals could write the script, 
would you please clarify what 
happened and where that took 
place? 

A. This took place in a meet- 
ing — and I am not quite sure 
of it, but I think the meet- 
ing was in — it was in his 
own office. That I am sure 
of, In which various members 
of the defense counsel was 
theie. Almost all of them 
were there. 

Q, Did you authorize him to 
make that statement? 

A. No, sir, not as such. We 
had some light jocular dis- 
cussion about it and, of course 
that would be, you know, ab- 
surd. 

I certainly wouldn’t let them 
write the script and then have 
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to back it up with a lot of 
perjury and have myself go 
to jail for a mere 825,000, be- 
cause* you know* Mr. Schone- 
kas was — would get the other 
twenty-five. 

I am sorry to have to men- 
tion his name, but it is forced* 
It is out of my control. 

Q. Mr* Gervais, these state- 
ments that you gave to Miss 
Rosemary James iti British 
Columbia, statements to the 
effect that the case was a 
fraud or that it was a frame 
of Mr. Garrison, are those 
statements correct or incor- 
rect? 

A. Incorrect 

Q. The fact that you have 
testified today and yesterday 
concerning what transpired 
and your participation in the 
investigation, are those facts 
correct or incorrect? 

A. They are absolutely cor- 
rect, absolutely truthful, with 
the absolute knowledge that 
perjury charges would surely 
follow if they were not. 

Q, Do you have any reason 
whatsoever to lie to this jury? 

A* None whatever. It is to 
my every advantage to tell 
the whole truth, not just part 
of it but all of it. 

Under the— this is a chance 
for a rebirth for me, this im- 
munity, because once I get 
it all out here, I am forever 
thereafter clean. 

Garrison wound up the ques- 
tioning of Gervais by asking 
if Gervais could remember 
testifying* 

. Q. Well, for the time being 
let me just see if I can re- 
fresh your memory by just 
asking you if you remember 
testifying? - * 

A. Okay. 

Q. Can you remember ever 
having, in the last year or so;, 
testifying, "In spite of the 
evidence in the news, I can 
never get this D* A.’s office to 
do anything for me, primarily 
Jim Garrison. I couldn’t get 
him off his ass , to do any- 
thing for me*" 

A. It is a pretty good de- 
scription, but I would have 
to agree with it as a matter 
pf fact, whether I testified to 
it or not* 

I had a real problem get- 
ting you up off your ass to 
do anything, even when I was 
working for you* 

■ 'GARRISON: I wilt settle for 
that No questions* . 


